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GREAT BRITAIN AND PORTUGAL IN EAST AFRICA.
BY JAMES STEVENSON, F.R.G.S.
To the carefully prepared paper of Professor Batalha Reis, there are
considerations to be added which will assist in forming a sounder opinion
on the claims of Portugal in Nyassaland. Portugal had for a long time
been in the position of a power that has abdicated, but, especially in those
parts of the country where our countrymen are to be found, she at
no time exercised authority or held posts. In the fourth decade of this
century, the working population of the province, including the native
agriculturists and gold miners, were sold off to Brazil. The statistics of
the export of slaves during those years indicate the large drafts that were
made upon the industry of the province. Subsequently the Government
had to retreat from Zumbo and the Upper Zambesi, and maintained itself
only in the forts at Tete and Sena, the Landine Zulus making raids at
their pleasure upon all outside these forts. The functions of government
were reduced to sending convicts to Quilimane and the other coast towns,
and preventing the route between Quilimane and Tete and Sena from
being permanently blocked.
Professor Reis in his paper further illustrates the position by showing
that while Government exploring expeditions were sent out in 1798, in
1806 to 1811, and 1831 and 1832, after that time they ceased for more
than half a century.
He also shows that trading expeditions continued to visit the Shir6
valley for some years; and that, as late as 1853-1854:, the trader Da
Silva and Silva Porto's native servants passed across the district. But,
some years after, a demand for slaves having sprung up for the French
Colony of Bourbon, the Shir6 valley was desolated and the inhabitants
sold. As the leader of the caravan of slaves stopped by Livingstone was
a well-known servant of the Governor of Tete, men of high position seem
to have been implicated. The raids—as ruthless as any perpetrated by
Arab banditti—were under the leadership of Portuguese half-castes. At
this juncture a body of Livingstone's warlike Makololo, who had preferred
not to return to their own country, restored order in the desolated regions
and became the chiefs. Livingstone himself, at the head of an expedition
sent out by the British Government, on which about £30,000 was spent,
was accredited to the chiefs and people of that part of Africa, and was
engaged for several years in entering into relations with the people of the
Upper Zambesi, as well as with those of the Shire valley and the Nyassa.
As has been stated, this was the only Government expedition sent to
these parts for more than fifty years. "When our countrymen some
twelve years after its recall, began to occupy the Shir6 valley and Lake
Nyassa, the Government of Portugal fixed the confluence of the Shir6 with
the Zambesi as the point beyond which transit duties alone were to be
levied, indorsing in this way the view of our Government that the races
to the northward were independent. From Professor Reis's paper it is
clear that their connection with these countries by trade or otherwise had





























372 GREAT BRITAIN AND PORTUGAL IN EAST AFRICA.
The remarks of Professor Eeis as to the financial sacrifices Portugal
has made for the maintenance of her position in East Africa must
be taken in connection with the events above mentioned. A very
high price was obtained for slaves in Brazil when the gold mines were
opened; every one sold slaves, and Government got an export duty of §18
or about £4 sterling per head. If the parting with the population of
the Zambesi valley reduced the province to a skeleton, and caused great
expense from deficiency of revenue, it indicates that you cannot sell the
population and retain effective possession of the country.
The expense of late years has been in a great measure caused by the
necessity of asserting supremacy over the Landine Zulus, who had for so
long a time kept the province in subjection, but a valuable province
south of the Zambesi has been carved out of their territory, and the most
recent expeditions have been supplied with recruits from among them.
Things were settled but for a few years when a Portuguese, who had
acted as our Consul at Quilimane, having been kindly taken up the rivers
on an excursion to Blantyre, the colonials became excited about the fine
country occupied by us, and a short time afterwards a half-caste was found
making war upon the Makololo chief near the mouth of the Shire\ Then
the Governor appeared on the scene, and an attempt was made to tax the
Machingiri inhabiting the left bank, which resulted in war with them. In
the course of it the custom-house arranged for with the British Govern-
men was destroyed, and from that time constant excuses have been made
for not replacing it, while provincial instead of transit duties have been
charged, notwithstanding earnest representations as to such injustice.
When the Congo Treaty was being negotiated, the two Governments
agreed that this custom-house should be placed at the confluence of the
Ruo with the Shir6 about 100 miles up the latter river. This treaty
had the fate of being rejected not because it was politically inexpedient,
but because it stood in the way of the plans of a Portuguese subject who
became Secretary of the amalgamated Lancashire Companies who pro-
posed to trade on the Congo.
In order to get first his principals, and through them the Chambers
of Commerce, to influence the House of Commons to throw out the
treaty, they had to be indoctrinated with very advanced views as to
Portuguese inefficiency. To get the treaty thrown out in this way, and
to dispose of his extensive factories on the lower Congo and the Atlantic
coasts before the Berlin Congress threw them out of the line of trade, was
a triumph of diplomacy on the part of the secretary. The Lancashire
Companies deserved to lose, but it was hard upon the African Lakes
Company to be exposed to all the loss and embarrassment of recent years,
by the upsetting of the arrangement under which they were trading on
the Zambesi and Shir6, which were an integral part of this treaty. This
second arrangement having fallen through, something might be said in
favour of reverting to the original arrangement,—that the transit duties
should take effect from the confluence of the Shire1 and Zambesi.
Professor Eeis mentions the recent expeditions of Serpa Pinto and
the two Cardosos in the same lines .with those of the first part of the
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which divides them. In this interval the status of slavery was rendered
illegal in Portuguese possessions, but nevertheless, the facilities accorded
to Serpa Pinto were in connection with the slave-trade, which had to
a certain extent been diverted from Kilwa and Lindi to Ibo pre-
vious to 1885. The subsequent expeditions of Cardoso approached
Nyassa by the route over which the Arab banditti came to Bordr, near
Quilimane, for supplies of arms and ammunition for slave-raids in the
interior. The chiefs near Lake Nyassa who received them were generally
those who were implicated in the slave-trade, and stand aloof from our
countrymen, knowing their disapproval.
In conclusion, Professor Eeis has quite failed to make out any claim
of Portugal to occupation either in the Shire valley or in Nyassaland.
Further, although there has been recent occupation south of Sena, and
extending to the coast, Montagu Kerr, who is quoted by Professor Eeis,
found no trace of Portuguese occupation in 1884, in his approach to Tete
from the south-west, and in his journey from Tete northwards.
Besides its rejection by the contrivance of a Portuguese subject, as
the arrangement made under the Congo treaty that the limit of the
Portuguese province should be advanced to Nokki, on the lower Congo,
holds good to the present day, having been confirmed under the arrange-
ments subsequent to the Berlin Congress, there is no ground whatever
for the popular idea prevalent in Portugal that Great Britain, having
injured Portuguese interests on the Congo, should make room for her in
East Africa. The corresponding limit in East Africa at the Euo branch
of the Shir6 should be confirmed, otherwise that at the confluence of the
Shir6 with the Zambesi, of which it was an adjustment, stands good.
As part of the plan at present being worked out is said to be that
Jesuit missionaries are to take up their position near the Protestant mis-
sions in Nyassaland, it seems as though the Jesuits, who have been more
prominent in Portugal since the misunderstanding with this country,
were taking the opportunity of pushing their own plans by getting
countenance given to the slave-dealers who have attacked our country-
men. The plan of employing half-castes nominally to control tribes
that were really independent was unsuccessful, and injured the prestige
of Portugal. To give countenance to the slave-trade, when the public
opinion of all civilised nations is rising against it, would be an equally
mistaken policy. Meantime, the chief effect of the disturbance of previous
settlements has been to raise the question whether Portugal is really
entitled to levy transit duties on the Zambesi, which might have been of
considerable value if the interior were fully developed.
EXAMINATION SCHEME OF THE EOYAL SCOTTISH
GEOGEAPHICAL SOCIETY.
THE Examination was held on Saturday, March 2d, at Edinburgh, Aberdeen,
Nairn, Aberlady, Craighead, and Gersa.
Copies of the Examination Papers were sent from Edinburgh, and the
examination at each centre was superintended by members of the Society and
others.
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